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Pastor Paula's Page 

Recent frightening events in our nation have left some 
folks wondering if they are signs of “the end times.” 
I’m always a bit uncomfortable dis-
cussing “the Rapture,” and “End 
Times,” partly, I think, because those 
terms were not in my vocabulary 
growing up. And, even though I long 
for the day Christ returns, it isn’t 
something I obsess about. The verse I 
always return to is Matthew 24.36, 
where Jesus says: “But about that day 
and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father.” That takes a load off my 
mind, knowing that not even JESUS knows when heav-
en and earth will pass away. I don’t have to concern 
myself with it because God’s got it under control.  

And, I guess, I’ve always believed that we are to be 
about God’s work right now, bringing the Kingdom 
here in our little space, bit by bit. Spreading God’s love 
and doing Christ’s work is our task as disciples, and 
even more specifically, as United Methodist disciples, 
“to make and mature disciples for the transformation of 
the world.” If we are too focused on what we think may 
be coming soon, we won’t be as attentive to the true 
needs around us at this moment.  

Yes, we should prepare for “that time” when Christ 
comes again and the whole world is changed into some-
thing wonderful. But our preparation shouldn’t be like 
cramming for an exam; it needs to be incorporated into 
our everyday lives. Our lifestyle should be one of lov-
ing God and loving one another. If we just do that, eve-
rything else will fall into place. Really. It’s that simple.  

Now, about “the Rapture.” I looked it up in United 
Methodist resources so that I could better articulate our 
official beliefs. From www.umc.org/what-we-believe/
where-does-the-rapture-fit-into-united-methodist-
beliefs and Rev. Dan Benedict and Rev. Taylor Burton-
Edwards: 

 “Where does the ‘Rapture’ fit into United Methodist 
beliefs? The short answer is, ‘It doesn’t.’ You will not 

find any teaching about ‘The Rapture’ and its usually 
attendant beliefs about a ‘Great Tribulation’ that will 

befall all those ‘left behind’ for some 
period of time before the ‘Great White 
Throne Judgment’ and/or ‘The Millen-
nial Reign’ among the doctrinal stand-
ards of The United Methodist 
Church… 

Why is that? Because all of these terms 
were invented—yes, invented—
beginning in the nineteenth century, 
and largely among other denomina-
tions or independent parachurch organ-

izations sponsoring ‘prophecy conferences.’ Though 
the person most widely credited for the development of 
this set of theological terms … had himself been at one 
time a priest in the Church of England (John Nelson 
Darby), he left his priesthood to found more or less his 
own prophesy-centered sect… Influential though his 
teaching would become, it, as did he, became unteth-
ered from established Christian doctrine and teaching 
grounded on Jesus’s own and apparently repeated 
teaching that ‘No one knows the day nor the hour.’  

Wesley and his spiritual children pay attention to what 
Jesus said. We don’t know, and cannot know, ‘the day 
nor the hour.’ Instead, we are called to ‘watch and 
pray’ here and now, living and growing in love toward 
God and neighbor. Our doctrine, consistent with histor-
ical Christian doctrine, focuses not on the ‘order of 
things to come,’ but on the ‘order of salvation’—
prevenient grace, justifying grace, sanctifying grace, 
and the assurance of salvation that God pours abroad in 
our hearts.” 

So there you have it—my instinctive sense for living 
into the Kingdom right here and now turns out to be 
Wesleyan! I embrace my United Methodist heritage, 
even as I hope and pray for a better day (without ob-
sessing about it!)  
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 Financial Report: 
 

Money received in  July - $7,987.42 

Money received thus far in August - $6,461.64 

 Needed per month to meet 2019 Budget  - $9,349.42 

 

 Pat Shenberger, Financial Secretary 

Administrative Council Notes:  

Jim Tugend opened the August 7 meeting with devotions using PowerPoint presentation from Annual Conference. 
June meeting minutes were accepted as presented. 

Financial Reports: No Treasurer’s Report was available.  Pat Shenberger, financial secretary, reported the Annual 
Rummage Sale profits were approximately $1200. UMW is thinking about using it to pay the balance of their pledge 
of $750 and giving the remainder to the general fund.  Bill Harner reported the Sunday School balance as $1,341.94.  
Bob Brown reported that the Grabill Estate Trust has paid the church $6500 making it a 13.2% return. 

Trustees:  Ann Dalton reported the trustees have been busy making repairs. The Fellowship Hall AC was repaired by 
Eberts for $280; Bill Hoover continues to replace the Fellowship Hall lights with more efficient LED’s as they go 
bad; the sensor in the kitchen needs replaced;  a bad cable in the sound system at the pulpit was repaired; the back 
door lights have been replaced; the elevator handle lock was broken allowing the door to be opened when the eleva-
tor was in the basement, the handles have been replaced with knobs; AC in the sanctuary was repaired for $200; The 
TV will be hooked into the WIFI using a ROKU devise for streaming by Armodyne; The Runkles have had the wal-
nut tree trimmed on their property north of the church; and the glass in the front sign has been replaced.  There was a 
blocked downspout at the parsonage, after 3 hours work in the rain and mud, with the help of Dan Beasley, the pipe 
was dug out and bushes removed. There was some water damage in the basement that has been cleaned. 

SPRCC:  Jim Tugend will step down as chair of the committee at the end of the year.  A meeting has been scheduled 
to begin charge conference paperwork on Thursday, August 8. 

Mission & Outreach:  Pastor Paula reported that it was suggested we do something special for the staff at the ele-
mentary school at the beginning of the school year.  The picnic hosted for the ball team end-of-year celebration was 
a great success. 

UMW:  Pat Shenberger reported they will visit the Kroc Center in September with lunch out.  They will serve a Li-
ons dinner on September 19. 

Old Business:  The Active Shooters Seminar held in the church suggested many ideas which might be implemented 
in the future. 

New Business:  There was discussion on purchasing 50 tickets for the movie showing at the Opera House September 
7 & 8. The cost of $250 could be taken from the Grabill Fund. These tickets would be offered to the community at 
no-cost. Pastor Paula read a letter from Associated Charities concerning their Capital Funds Campaign they began in 
2015. They are very close to their goal and our pledge has been paid, however they are asking for additional funds to 
complete their campaign.   

Calendar:  Pastor Paula vacation: August 16-22.  A Gideon speaker will fill the pulpit on August 18.  Pastor Paula 
vacation September 20-26. Rev. Roger Moore will be guest speaker on September 22.  DS/SPRCC consult on Sep-
tember 26.  Charge Conference on October 19 at 3 pm at Ashland Trinity United Methodist Church 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Paula has new membership curriculum picked out for a 6-week class is and working to ar-
range a time and day with those involved.  The new directory info has been sent in and should be done in two weeks. 

Meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Next Bloodmobile 

 
October 8 from 2 to 7 pm.  

 
There is always a need for life saving blood. 

 
Save this date and Mark your calendars. 

 

                              GIVE BLOOD! 
 

Your donation of life saving blood is always greatly appreciated! 

WE ARE DOING IT AGAIN!!!! 
JOIN US FOR THE 2019 CROP HUNGER WALK 

Our church has consistently been a strong supporter of the CROP Hunger Walk that has occurred locally in Ash-
land during the first Sunday in October for several years.   The 2019 event is scheduled for Sunday, October 6th.  
CROP Hunger Walk is a World Church Service Event that supports efforts to end hunger and improve the general 
health of people all over the world.  We walk because we want to end hunger one step at a time.  Of the money 
we raise, twenty-five percent (25%) goes to local food banks, pantries, community gardens and other hunger 
fighting initiatives. 

Last year, the Hayesville United Methodist Church generously donated $1,237 for Crop Hunger Walk, and it had 
15 walkers who participated in the event.  The participants pictured below (left to right)  include Linda Knee; Bob 
and Coleen Jackson, Carolyn Brown, Mary Maye, Anne Dalton, Doug Shenberger, Bob Brown, Rev. Paula Arch-
deacon, Parker Everhardt, Barb Everhardt, and Carl Archdeacon.  Not pictured but included in the group were 
Leslie Luna and her twins. 

In line with tradition, our church was honored to have one of the larger group of participants in the area walk and 
provided a sizeable amount of the total donations that came from the Ashland area.  This certainly is reflective of 
the love and generosity of our church that exist in so many ways. 

Please consider joining us on October 6th for the area’s 2019 CROP Hunger Walk by walking or kindly support-
ing the people from our church who do walk.  Donations can be placed in envelopes provided by the participants 
or found on the round table in the foyer of the church.   Our goal is to match or exceed the amount that was raised 
last year from our church.   Bob and Carolyn Brown are coordinating the church’s participation in the event.  
Feel free to contact them (419-565-1816) or email them bobcarol67@msn.com) for additional information 

about the event.   (Written by Bob Brown) 

 



Page 4 - September, 2019 

 

 

 

August 20, 2019 

Pastor Paula Archdeacon 
Hayesville United Methodist Church 
44 S, Street 
Hayesville, OH 44838 

Dear Pastor, 

It was a great blessing to present a Gideon report during your worship service on August 18,2019 on be-
half of the Ashland County Gideon Camp. The warm and gracious reception received from the congrega-
tion was genuinely felt and appreciated. 

The congregation's love for the Word is obvious. We consider it to be a partnership between the
Church and the Gideons International in providing God's Word to a lost world in 107 languages, and in 200 
countries. Please know that all funds received will be used in their entirety to provide Scriptures in the traffic 
lanes of life. The Gideons pay all of the overhead to operate the ministry. Certainly we can pray for searching 
souls to be touched — and souls to be saved — by way of the Scriptures. 
Thank you especially for your congregation's gracious hospitality and your prayerful support of the Gideon 
work. Thank you for the opportunity to present a Gideon report to the congregation. 

Thanks to you and your congregation for the generous $145.00 offering. That will purchase 29 Bibles or 107 
testaments for placement or distribution. May we see many in Heaven as a result of the Scriptures. 

The Gideons will be praying that you continue to enjoy God's abundant blessings for yourself, your family, 
your ministry and your congregation. 

 

Sincerely Yours in Christ, 
Lorin Weaver 419-651-2536  

ASHLAND COUNTY CAMP 
P.O. BOX 5 

ASHLAND, OHIO 44805 

Go Out and GREET Your Neighbors! 
 
They’re not coming here so we need to go to them. If we want our church to survive and 
thrive, we need to be in mission! Just another word for loving others!  How can we do 
that?  I need your ideas!  How have you felt cared for?  Can we duplicate that action?  

 

More to come! — Barb Dalton. 
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A recent death in our congregation has rekindled a lot 
of memories for me.  As I was pondering over the 
menu of the meal I was going to prepare for the fami-
ly and friends of Vic Kahl I got to thinking of how 
many ways he had impacted my life.  When me and 
my family started going to Hayesville United Meth-
odist Church back in the late 1970’s we didn’t really 
know anyone except the school bus driver, Annis 
Strine. We all soon became friends of everyone, in-
cluding Vic and Sally Kahl.  I found out that Vic was 
a farmer, so me growing up on a dairy farm was my 
first connection with him.  Only difference was he 
liked those black and white cows; I grew up with 
those little brown cows with the long eye lashes that 
gave us lots of butterfat per pound of milk.  Then I 
discovered that my Uncle Denny was his milk hauler.  
So, after my uncle retired from hauling milk, and had 
some health issues, Vic would many times ask, 
“How’s the ornery uncle of yours?” Vic would al-
ways have a twinkle in his eye, because he knew that 
my uncle would not be behaving himself like he 
should. 

Being a school bus driver gave Vic many opportuni-
ties to deliver students not only to their homes, but 
also to away ball games and other school activities.  
Of course, he would take advantage of watching not 
only the Hillsdale boys and girls play their sports but 
would also take in some of the other area school 
teams as he waited patiently.  That led to him asking 
about the successes of the Hiland Hawks boys bas-
ketball team.  Little did I know that he was following 
the team from the school that our daughter teaches 
for.  So once again our paths had a connection that I 
was totally unaware of.  

Many of you may be familiar with Paul Harvey and 
his evening radio broadcasts.  Mr. Harvey’s messages 
would come on the radio about the same time the first 
cows were stanchioned in and the first milking ma-
chine was put in place. There is one that I am espe-
cially fond of and would like to share it with you. 
This is for you, Vic.  

So God Made A Farmer 

By: Paul Harvey, 1986 

And on the eighth day, God looked down on his 
planned paradise and said, “I need a caretaker.”  So 
God made a farmer. 

God said, “I need somebody willing to get up before 
dawn, milk cows, work all day in the field, milk cows 
again, eat supper, then go to town and stay past mid-
night at a meeting of the school board.” So God made 
a farmer. 

I need somebody with arms strong enough to wrestle 
a calf and yet gentle enough to deliver his own grand-
child.  Somebody to call hogs, tame cantankerous 
machinery, come home hungry, have to wait for 
lunch until his wife’s done feeding visiting ladies, 
then tell the ladies to be sure and come back real soon 
– and mean it.” So God made a farmer. 

God said, “I need somebody willing to sit up all night 
with a newborn colt and watch it die, then dry his 
eyes and say, ‘Maybe next year.’  I need somebody 
who can shape an ax handle from a persimmon 
sprout, shoe a horse with a hunk of car tire, who can 
make harness out of hay wire, feed sacks and shoe 
scraps, who planting time and harvest season will fin-
ish his forty-hour week by Tuesday noon, and then 
painin’ from ‘tractor back’ put in another seventy-
two hour.” So God made a farmer. 

God had to have somebody willing to ride the ruts at 
double-speed to get the hay in ahead of the rain 
clouds and yet stop in mid-field and race to help 
when he sees the first smoke from a neighbor’s place.  
So God made a farmer. 

God said, “I need somebody strong enough to clear 
trees and heave bales, yet gentle enough to yean 
lambs and wean pigs and tend the pink-combed pul-
lets, who will stop his mower for an hour to splint the 
broken leg of a meadowlark.” 

It had to be somebody who’d plow deep and straight 
and not cut corners.  Somebody to seed, weed, feed, 
breed, and rake and disc and plow and plant and tie 
the fleece and strain the milk and replenish the self-
feeder and finish a hard week’s work with a five-mile 
drive to church. 

Somebody who’d bale a family together with the soft, 
strong bonds of sharing, who would laugh and then 
sigh and then reply, with smiling eyes, when his son 
says that he wants to spend his life doing what Dad 
does. 

So God Made A Farmer 

Editor’s Note:  I very seldom have the opportunity to 
include something in 
this newsletter that is 
near and dear to my 
heart.  I’m taking my 
editorial privileges 
this month. Hope this 
has brought some 
memories to you and 
you have enjoyed my 
first “Editorial 
Page.” 

Editorial Page 
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If You Can Do 
Nothing Else 

 
REMEMBER and pray for 
those who are on the weekly 
PRAYER LIST, all those 
who have suffered tragedies 
in the area, and all those 
who are in the Nursing 
Homes and hospitals, espe-
cially those from our con-
gregation. Your prayers, 
cards, and visits are always 
greatly appreciated. 

 

 

    

   2    Shari Brown 

   5    Sue Sayers 

 19 John Robert Jackson 

   

 

 

 

  20 Debi Kyle 

  22  Jerry Maye 

  28 Marion Ely 

   

 

 

September 

 

 

United Methodist Women Meeting 
 
The next UMW meeting will be on Tuesday, September 10.   
We will meet at the Kroc Center for a tour of the facility and  
have lunch. Check the bulletin for time and details. 

ANNUAL 
RUMMAGE SALE 

REPORT 
 
2019 Rummage Sale, Bake Sale 
and lunch results..  Thank you to 
everyone who helped make this 
year's sale a huge success. We made 
a total of $1328..02.  (Rummage 
sale - $938.60, Lunch Stand - 
$189.42, Bake Sale - $200.00).    
 
The money will be divided between 
the UMW for their Pledge to Mis-
sions and the church for their ap-
portionments and shared ministry . 


