
 

 

From the desk of Pastor Mike: 

We are currently in the midst of a situation that has sig-
nificantly changed our habits.  Our Sunday morning 
public worship in our building has been cancelled for a 
couple of weeks.  Our habits of hand shaking, hugs, 
and pats on the back have been curtailed as we have 
been urged to practice “social distancing.”  Most re-
cently, bars and restaurants will be closed for the time 
being, putting on hold those of us who like to occasion-
ally dine out with friends and family. 

Additionally, there will be no March madness brackets, 
cheers for the AU Women’s basketball team in their 
quest for a National Championship, or—at this point—
watching an NBA game. 

These changes are small sacrifices in light of the risks 
involved to those most vulnerable in the event that they 
could become infected with the Coronavirus.   

The rest of this page is comprised of some of the other 
changes that will be taking place, for the time being: 

Guidance for churches during time of COVID-19  
Pandemic 

Guidelines from East Ohio Conference: 

 Shelter at home if you are in a vulnerable condition. 
 Avoid handshakes, hugs, fist/elbow bumps and other 

physical contact. (One way to maintain social dis-
tance while greeting friends and visitors at church is 
by placing your hand over your  heart and offering a 
simple head bow.)  

 Avoid leaving your pew during Passing of the Peace. 
 Place bottles of hand sanitizer throughout the church. 
 Churches may delay Holy Communion during this 

time of  pandemic. 

 

 

Guidelines from the World Health Organization: 

 If you don’t feel well, stay home and seek medical 
care. 

 Wash your hands frequently using soap and water or 
alcohol- based hand sanitizer. 

 Maintain social distance by keeping three feet be-
tween yourself and anyone who is sneezing and 
coughing. 

 Avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth because virus-
es can live on surfaces where your hands may touch. 

 Practice respiratory hygiene by covering your mouth 
and nose with a tissue, or with your bent elbow, 
when coughing or sneezing and then dispose of used 
tissue immediately. 

 If you have a fever, cough and difficulty breathing, 
seek medical care early. Call ahead for an appoint-
ment to limit your exposure to others. 

 

Precautions our church will be taking: 

 Instead of passing the offering plate, we will have 
the offering plates on a table at the back of the sanc-
tuary. 

 Monthly Communion will be suspended until further 
notice. 

 Hand sanitizer will be placed throughout the church. 
 Pastoral calls will be limited to emergencies. 
 Monthly birthday potlucks will be suspended until 

further notice. 
 We will still hold our Holy Week services for Maun-

dy Thursday and Good Friday and observe Easter 
Sunrise on Easter morning. 

 
  Pastor Mike 
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Administrative Council Notes:  

Chairman, Barb Dalton opened March meeting with devotions. Minutes of the February meeting were approved as 
presented. Bonnie Bellmer wanted to clarify that Jim and Amy offered to put the sermon on CD for those not able 
to attend church.  There was some confusion in last months minutes.  Pastor Mike asked that we check into how 
many are interested.  We also took this time to discuss copyright rules for live streaming the entire service on Face-
book.  Pastor Mike checked with the  district office and was informed there are very specific copyright rules, espe-
cially for music.  Ann Dalton said we have purchased the hymnal CD and the new sound system has the capability 
of making CDs. 

Treasurers Report:  Angie McQuillen presented the financial statement showing a negative balance which she 
explained that the apportionments are up to date and the real estate taxes were paid for the entire year, also the 
Lakefork payment for February was not received until early March.  The treasurer’s report was also approved as 
presented.  Angie asked about audit reports that should come from the district office.  Pastor Mike will check into 
this. 

Trustees:  Ann Dalton reported they are keeping an eye on the lift as it is making an unusual noise. Work continues 
at the parsonage having replaced the garbage disposal and Barb Eberhart is doing some painting.  Angie McQuillen 
asked that the trustees mark bills for repairs as to whether they are for the church or for the parsonage so the correct 
fund is used.  A group from Mansfield will be giving an estimate on the stained glass window protectors as well as 
a group from Columbus.  The nursery crib issue has been researched finding no recalls and because the crib is not 
being used in a daycare setting and when needed is manned by volunteers, the current rules do not apply. However 
there is a Pac-N-Play available stored under the crib if needed. 

SPRCC:  Jim Tugend will give a budget report to the congregation in early April. District Superintendent Néstor 
Nazario asked Jim to call a meeting of the SPRCC committee on Friday, March 6 to introduce the new pastor. 

Mission & Outreach:  Barb went to the park to sign up for a T-Ball team sponsorship but the correct paperwork 
was not available.  Angie will contact Margie Yeater for that information. 

UMW:  An All-Daughters Banquet has been set for April 26 at 4 pm. more details are forthcoming. 

Old Business:  Jeannie Britton has a couple of ideas for a Bible study and will meet with Pastor Mike soon. 

 J.J. Bittinger attended as we continue to discuss church security as well as emergency preparedness.  Pastor Mike 
reported that both Christ Church and First Church lock their doors about 10 minutes into the service. He also pre-
sented information gathered from Church Mutual Insurance.  JJ suggested that he could offer a safety moment dur-
ing the monthly Sunday potluck. 

Jim Tugend mentioned again about donating to the African University possibly using money from the Grabill Mis-
sion Fund. 

New Business:  Bonnie reported that the Annual Youth Conference, currently held at Lakeside, will be held at  
Ashland University June 11-13, 2021.  This will be an exciting opportunity for local youth to attend. 

Meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.                                          

Minutes submitted by:  Secretary, Mary Maye 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

Holy Week/Easter Schedule 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thursday, April 9, 7:00 p.m.: Maundy Thursday service 
at the church 
 

 
 
 
Friday, April 10, 6:30 p.m.: Good Friday “On the Hill” 
Park at north end of Twp. Rd. 855 where it stops at Co. Rd. 30A. 
Those attending will walk up Ream’s Hill carrying the cross to be placed 
at the top of the hill. In case of a rainy downpour this will be cancelled. 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, April 12, 6:45 a.m.: Easter Sunrise “On the Hill” 
Park at 875 Co. Rd. 30A (the home of Phil & Cindy Haskins—please be 
quiet and do not park on the grass. The Haskins have always been very 
gracious in letting us park at their home on Easter morning.) The service 
will begin at the top of the hill at 6:45 a.m. After the service, all are invited 
back to the church for breakfast. If you aren’t able to attend the service on 
the hill, please still plan to join us for breakfast (approximately 7:30 a.m.) 
 
Sunday, April 12, 10:30 a.m.: Easter Worship Service at the church—No Sunday School 

 
Just a Note: 

Since we cancelled two Sunday morning services, we missed two Sundays of our 
morning offerings. 

If you normally put your weekly offering in the offering plate please try to make up 
for this in whatever way is suitable to you.  Also, keep in mind that one option is that 
you can mail your tithes and offerings to the church. 

Your tithes and offerings are greatly needed and appreciated. 

 



 

 

  
Next American Red Cross Bloodmobile 

 

Tuesday, April 14th from 2 to 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 23rd from 2 to 7 p.m.  

 
There is always a need for life saving blood. 

 
Save this date and Mark your calendars. 

 

         GIVE BLOOD! 
 

Your donation of life saving blood is always greatly appreciated! 
 

If you can’t give blood, 
your cookie donation is always very appreciated too! 

 

 
We are again filling 12 Flood (cleaning) Buckets to be taken to Annual Confer-
ence in June.  Three different items will be collected each month. A list of 
items needed will be displayed on the table in the narthex along with a sign-up 
sheet. 
 
Watch the display on the table for the monthly update of items being collected. 
 
If you have signed up to donate any items, please make sure you have brought them to the church for the 
final packaging of the buckets. If you have questions about any items, you can contact Ann Dalton.  Your 
help in this special worthwhile project is greatly appreciated. 

A Mission Note: 

 

 

   

  2  Barb Eberhardt 

14   Kay Rhoades 

15   Paula Archdeacon 

29  Zack Shoudt 

April Birthdays 



 

 

Bus Trip to See Queen Esther 
at the Sights & Sounds Theater 

in Ronks, Pennsylvania 
 
 Other attractions include: Flight 93 Memorial near Shanksville, PA 
  Julius Sturgis Pretzel Bakery, Lititz, PA 
  Wilbur Chocolate Factory Store, Lititz, PA 
  Bible Tabernacle, Lancaster, PA 
 
       Also:  Motor Coach Transportation, luggage  handling 
 2 Dinners and lots of fellowship 
 2 nights stay in a beautiful hotel in 
  Pennsylvania Amish Country 
 

Travel with a GREAT group of people who will be 
life-long friends at the end of the trip! 

 
For more information call Cathy Broome at 419.651.9231 
 
Dates: October 14 –16.  Cost per double Occupancy $555. 

Mud Puddled & Dandelions 
When I look at a patch of dandelions, I see a bunch of weeds that are go-
ing to take over my yard.  My kids see flowers for Mom and blowing 
white fluff you can wish on. 
 
When I look at a old drunk and he smiles at me, I see a smelly, dirty per-
son who probably wants money and Look away.  My kids see someone 
smiling at them ad they smile back. 
 

When I hear music I love, I know I can’t carry a tune and don’t have much rhythm, so I sit self-
consciously and listen.  My kids feel the beat and move to it.  They sing out the words.  If 
they don’t know them, they make up their own. 
 
When I feel wind on my face, I brace myself against it.  I feel it messing up my hair and pulling me 
back when I walk.  My kids close their eyes, spread their arms and fly with it, until they fall 
to the ground laughing. 
 
When I pray, I say Thee and Thou and grant me this, give me that.  My kids say, “Hi God! 
Thanks for my toys and my friends.  Please keep the bad dreams away tonight.  Sorry, I 
don’t want to go to Heaven yet.  I would miss my Mommy and Daddy.” 
 
When I see a mud puddle, I step around it.  I see muddy shoes and dirty carpets.  My kids sit in 
it.  They see dams to build, rivers to cross, and worms to play with. 
 
I wonder if we are given kids to teach or to learn from?  No wonder God loves the little children!  
Enjoy the little things in life, for one day you may look back and realize they were the “big things.” 
 
My wish to you...mud puddles and dandelions and may God richly bless this day for you! 
 

-Author Unknown 



 

 



 

 

PLEASE READ! 
IMPORTANT  INFORMATION!!!!! 

Hi Everybody: 

Information contained within this newsletter regarding Holy Week Services is 
incorrect as the plans had to be changed after the newsletter was printed.  
There will not be any face-to-face services held in the church.  In other words, 
the Holy week and Easter services have been cancelled.  All services in the 
church are cancelled thru the month of April or until further notice. 

However, I am letting you know that we will be livestreaming the Sunday morning service at 
10:30 this coming Sunday, March 29th.  This will take place at the Hayesville UMC.  We will 
have a skeleton crew to take care of audio, visual, and music (thanks to Jim Bellmer, Bob Jackson, 
and Colleen Jackson).  Hopefully more livestreaming can be done in the future.  

If you did not receive this message via email, and you have an email address, please contact me so 
any further information can be sent to you through email.  There are many who did not list their 
email address in the directory.  I’ll keep you all posted as best I can. 

Again, please view us on Facebook Sunday, March 29th at 10:30, by checking into the 
Hayesville United Methodist Church Facebook page. 

    Take care,  Pastor Mike 
 


